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Member U.S. National Academy of Engineering  
Civil & Environmental Engineering, 2001 Engineering III, (530) 752-5403 
Ph.D. 1966 Univ. of CA, Berkeley 
 
Professor Idriss is one of the pioneers in the Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering field, and has done 
fundamental and applied research related to geotechnical earthquake engineering; soil mechanics and 
foundation engineering; earthfill and rockfill dam engineering; probabilistic applications to geotechnical 
problems; and numerical modeling. He joined the department in 1989 as Director of the Center for 
Geotechnical Modeling. Prior to that, he was a principal at Woodward-Clyde Consultants. 
 
Dr. Idriss is the recipient of many notable awards and prizes from ASCE, including the H. Bolton Seed 
Memorial Prize, the Norman Medal, the Walter L. Huber Civil Engineering Research Prize, the J. James 
Cross Medal, and the Thomas A. Middlebrooks Award. 
 
He serves as a member of the Seismic Advisory Board for the California Department of Transportation, 
the Seismic Research Advisory Panel of the California department of Transportation, the Governor's 
Board of Inquiry to investigate the collapse of the Cypress section of I-880 and the damage to the Bay 
Bridge during the 17 October, 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake, and the Consulting Board for Earthquake 
Analysis for the Division of Safety of Dams, Department of Water Resources, State of California.  
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